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From our Principal
Hello to everyone out there in remote learning land. We hope that you are staying safe and well during this
time. Thank you for your support as we travel through this unchartered journey. The teachers and support staff
have been very busy learning a new way of teaching, creating new resources and generally becoming learners
as well as teachers. I believe they are doing a fantastic job and are giving our students the best opportunities to
keep learning from home. Most of our teachers are working from home with just a few who are volunteering to
supervise those children who can not stay home. We understand that these are hard times but please
understand, we do not have a teaching program happening at school, it is purely supervision for those who
need it.
I would like to point out that any material produced by the school, MUST NOT be shared, reproduced, or
published in any other way, without the written consent from the school. I ask that you consider our staff in this
context. The learning tasks developed, accompanied by the videos is work that we have put a great deal of effort
into. We do not post this work in the online environment for praise or public scrutiny – the only purpose is to
educate your children. You can imagine how vulnerable and exposed our staff would feel if videos of themselves
are shared (even if the intentions are to highlight how wonderful our lessons are) – just as your personal and
professional documents and files are not for public display, neither are our teachers – please privilege them
their privacy. If I am made aware of this breach of privacy, I will be addressing this with parents/carers directly.
Updat-ed has recently upgraded their app. Please download the new app so you can keep up to date with what
we are doing at PCS. We have fun days coming up and these will all be advised through Updat-ed. We do have a
school Facebook page, but we try to use it to celebrate the great work going on. It is not monitored regularly so
it is not the best way to communicate. The inbox of the app is monitored on days we ask for photos to be
uploaded but otherwise we need to monitor emails, seesaw notifications and phone messages. If you need to
contact the school please email Pakenham.cs@edumail.vic.gov.au as this is the best way of communication.
I have had a few enquiries about our onsite program. If there is no one at home, due to working commitments,
please email the school and we will discuss this arrangement with you. Unfortunately, we are unable to accept
any children who are at home with an adult. This is tough, but as a nation it is important that we all do the right
thing to stop the spread.
I would like to say to our students and their families please take care, stay safe and well and remember we are
all in this together.
Parents please remember to download the family app so that you can privately
communicate with your child’s teacher
Updat-ed has had an upgrade, if you are a current user please make you
update your app.

Our week one student awards will be
presented in the next edition of the
newsletter which will come out on
Friday 1st May.

We’re really excited to have BOOK CLUB running this Term! But, there are a couple of things we’ve
had to do differently!
For Book Club Issue 3 it will be a virtual catalogue rather than the printed catalogues you’re used to
receiving.
To order from this issue go to:

Scholastic.com.au/Book-Club/virtual-catalogue-1/
You will still have access to the wide selection that Book Club has to offer.
Go to LOOP to place your order as normal by Friday 8th May 2020
Unfortunately as we are unable to receive the orders back to our school, you will need to have your
order delivered to your home address for a fee of $5.99.
Happy Reading.

Year Six to Seven Transition – Important information for our
current Year Six families
In the not too distant future your child will be transitioning into Secondary School.
Due to the current situation with COVID-19 we are having to mail out all
transition information packs in order to get this process started. These
information booklets and placement application forms will be mailed out next
week.
Along with this we intend to send an SMS message with Department links to also
access this information. If you have moved house recently or changed phone
numbers, please contact the school office to update these details.
All completed application forms need to be returned to the school by Friday 29th
May 2020. Information on the appropriate ways to return these forms will be
outlined in the packs that are mailed to your homes.
If you have any questions regarding your child’s transition into secondary school,
please don’t hesitate to contact the school.

Kind Regards
Sally Dawson
Transition Coordinator

Reading Awards are still continuing as we undertake Remote and Flexible Learning.
Your child’s classroom teacher has set up a process for this to be monitored with
their students as not all students have access to their school diaries at home.
Reading Awards will be acknowledged at the class grade level.
Bookmarks for 50 Nights Reading and Pens for 100 Nights Reading (if we reach this
number during this time) will be given out to students when we return to school.
Please contact your child’s teacher through See Saw if you need more information
about how they are collating Reading at home or contact the school and I will
support you with any general questions regarding Reading Awards.
Stay safe and keep up the reading everyone!
Sue Greenough

Bucket Filler Activity
Hello everyone, we miss seeing your smiling faces! During this time of
working at home I would like to encourage you to keep a “bucket filler” journal or diary as it’s a great way to remember that even though
things may be ‘different’ right now or things may be challenging or
even confusing – we can still always be kind.
At the end of each day write down or draw the following four things;
How did I fill a bucket today?
What was my biggest challenge today?
What am I most grateful/thankful for today?
How will I show kindness tomorrow?
If doing this activity on a daily basis is too much, then I encourage
you to just do it at the end of each week.
We would love to hear about how you’re being a bucket filler during
this time so if you would like to share your diary with us or your class
please upload it to your teacher and they will pass it on to me.
Stay safe and keep smiling!
Kelly

Hello from Mrs Jones in the Visual Arts department …
I would like to tell you how impressed I am with student’s dedication,
creativity and ability to use technology. Every day I am excited to see
children’s work and read their comments. I’m so proud of you all and a
huge THANK YOU to parents and families encouraging their children.
We really appreciate it!

Darcy—0DF

Just a quick hello out there to everyone from our amazing
LEAP team.
We have had a successful holiday program held within our own
service with a small group of children. We aimed to ensure the
children were able to be provided with a varied program to
entertain their curious minds and personalities. We were very
fortunate to be able to access varied parts of our own school
which helped us to even provide a movie style experience for
them.
The kids have managed the changes to the way in which we
conduct our day to day practices with enthusiasm. They came
up with their own songs to sing in their head for hand washing
time and have created a germ information wall to assist with
understanding the current situation in their terms. We
continued with our planned activities with a few adjustments
to ensure it was still a fun time for all.
Our dedicated LEAP team are continuing to operate the service
on a daily basis for those families still requiring care. For our
Early Learning service you are able to make your bookings by
email or calling us on 03 5941 1511 then pressing 1. Our OSHC
service however is able to be accessed after contact is made
with school directly and your educational position has been
secured within the school. The school has guidelines for access
for this to occur.

