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Dear Parent/Guardian,

As we prepare for 2026, we would like to share some information about our voluntary financial contributions.

Every year, the support of our families through voluntary contributions helps us achieve so much for our students. Through this generosity, we are able to provide iPads for classroom use, expand our library resources, and offer a rich curriculum that includes Performing Arts, STEM, Visual Arts, and Physical Education. Looking ahead, contributions will support projects such as upgrading our school grounds and facilities, further enhancing the learning environment for all students.

Thanks to the generosity of our school community, we can provide:

· A broader range of subjects and unique curriculum experiences

· Enhanced digital learning opportunities

· A variety of wellbeing programs to support every student’s success

We want to emphasise that all contributions are entirely voluntary. Every family is welcome to choose how much they can contribute—there is no expectation that the full suggested amount be paid if this is not possible.

To make it easier, you may also choose from a range of payment options, such as instalments.
If you are interested in making a voluntary contribution, the options are:

· Contribute the full suggested amount

· Contribute a partial amount that suits your family circumstances

· Pay in instalments across the year

Our school remains committed to providing a free and enriching curriculum for every student. These contributions simply allow us to go above and beyond, offering the very best educational experiences.

For more details on the Department’s Parent Payments Policy, please see the one-page overview attached.



On behalf of the Pakenham Consolidated School Council and staff, thank you for everything you do—whether through contributions, fundraising, volunteering, or simply being part of our community. It all makes a genuine difference in the lives of our students.

Yours sincerely,

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Katrina Stewart
	
	Matthew La Rose

	Principal
	
	School Council President




	Curriculum Contributions - items and activities that students use, or participate in, to access the Curriculum
	Amount

	Classroom consumables, materials & equipment
· Art – paint, crayons, canvas, glitter, coloured paper
· Performing Arts – Instruments and equipment
· All Curriculum - Essential Assessment software
· Mathematics – numeracy blocks
· English – book boxes
· Sports – equipment
· STEM – science consumables, chemicals
	$70

	· Online subscriptions 
· Essential Assessment 
· Compass
· Sunshine Online
· Reading Eggs for improved literacy and numeracy
	$20

	ICT devices – provision of devices from the shared classroom sets
	$15

	Printing and photocopying of worksheets and learning materials
	$5

	Subject specific materials and equipment
	$20

	Total Curriculum Contributions
	$130

	

	Other Contributions - for non-curriculum items and activities
	Amount

	Student wellbeing programs
	$5

	School Sports Victoria affiliation
	$5

	First aid equipment
	$5

	Whole school events
· Harmony Day
· School House Days
· End of year activities
· Lunchtime activities
	$5

	Library maintenance and enhancement
	$5

	School grounds maintenance and improvements
	$5

	Total Other Contributions
	$40

	






Extra-Curricular Items and Activities – Available on a User-Pays Basis
Pakenham Consolidated School provides a variety of optional items and activities that enrich the student experience beyond the standard curriculum. These extra-curricular opportunities are offered on a user-pays basis.
To secure your child’s participation, please ensure that payment is submitted to the school by the specified deadline, as late payments will not be accepted, and participation cannot be guaranteed without full payment. Additionally, no refunds will be available once the activity has been paid for by the school, as funds are committed to third-party providers. If you anticipate any difficulties with payment, please contact the school in advance to discuss a possible payment plan.
The cost of extra-curricular items and activities will be communicated throughout the year.

Financial Support for Families
Pakenham Consolidated School recognizes that some families may face financial challenges and offers several support options to assist, including:
Camps, Sports, and Excursions Fund (CSEF)
State Schools Relief (SSR)
Payment plans for extra-curricular items and activities
For a confidential discussion about accessing these services or to discuss alternative payment arrangements, please contact our Administration Team:
Phone: 03 5941 1511 | Email: pakenham.cs@education.vic.gov.au

	Category
	Totals

	Curriculum Contributions
	$130.00

	Other Contributions	(Non-tax deductible)
	$40.00

	Extra-Curricular Items and Activities
	TBA

	Total
	$170.00



Payment Methods

To ensure you always have a complete picture of your school finances, all payments should be made through the Compass app. Instructions are attached for your reference. If you need further assistance or have questions about using Compass for payments, please contact our administration team via phone or email.

Refunds

Refund requests from parents are evaluated on a case-by-case basis at the school’s discretion. Refunds will be issued when deemed reasonable and fair, considering factors such as incurred costs, the Department’s Parent Payments Policy and Guidance, Financial Help for Families Policy, and any other relevant information.



Pakenham Consolidated School
2 Rundell Way, Pakenham 3810
(03) 5941 1511 - pakenham.cs@education.vic.gov.au
image1.png
CONSOLIDATED

N

% &
2 5
v O
E =
/'f-//\\ ‘

Croaing andleaming to$mg




